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Happening in April...
April Fool‘s Day, April 1. Look! Your shoe is untied!
National Siblings Day, April 10. This is a good time to reconnect with brothers and sisters

and strengthen family bonds.
Tax Day, April 18. The people who understand tax law are an elite few; the rest of us need

only concern ourselves with a couple of key points: Just about everyone needs to file, and
that should be done by the end of today.
Earth Day, April 22. On Earth Day‘s 45th anniversary, the theme is “It‘s our turn to lead.”
International Jazz Day, April 30. As designated by UNESCO, celebrates the historical,

cultural, and educational contributions of this popular genre of music.
National Kite Month. Celebrate the arrival of spring by going to a park and flying a kite.

The American Kitefliers Association plans events worldwide in April to promote the
wonderful qualities that kite flying has to offer people of all ages and physical ability levels.

Celebrate Earth Day All Year Long!
Earth Day, April 22, is an ideal time to become more earth friendly and take action to make

our planet a cleaner and safer place for us all to live.
• As an individual, you can start with something as simple as picking up any trash you see

on the ground and turning off the water while you brush your teeth or shave.
• You can turn off appliances and lights when you leave a room and select energy efficient

products for your home. 
• Beginning a personal recycling program is an excellent way to commemorate Earth Day.

Recycle your paper, plastic, glass bottles, cardboard, and aluminum cans. 
• When you go shopping always try to buy products with less packaging and look for

packages made from recycled materials. When you do your shopping, try walking or riding
your bike instead of driving the car. Good for your health and good for the environment!

Kitchen Space Savers
Two‘s company but three‘s a crowd in your kitchen? Try one of these creative space savers

to give you added room:
• Nix the oversized table for a breakfast bar and stools or clear the room completely and

opt for a set of wooden TV trays.
• Buy a kitchen cart that does double duty as work and dining space or a table with leaves

that can be removed when not in use.

Ask the Expert
Question: I‘ve recently started a new job and have to decide how many deductions to

claim on my tax forms. What do you suggest?
Answer: “If you choose one, less money will be withheld from your paycheck for taxes, so

your take-home pay will be higher. But since the government is not taking the money out
of each check, you may not receive a refund at the end of the year. You might even owe
money in April, which could truly dampen your spring. By claiming zero dependents, your
take-home pay will probably be lower, but plenty of money is withheld for taxes. This
increases your chances of receiving a sizable refund at the end of the year, which can be a
nice windfall.
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